
 

A guide to VOCEDplus subjects and keywords 
 

 

 

VOCEDplus, NCVER’s international tertiary education research database, uses 52 subjects. 
These are listed in bold in this document. Under the subjects sit the 600+ more specific 
keywords. 
 
If you are searching VOCEDplus, use the subjects or keywords that are closest to your topic 
for the best search results. 
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Adult and community education 
• Adult basic education 
• Adult education 
• Community education 

 
Apprenticeship 

• Apprentice 
• Apprenticeable occupation 
• Apprenticeship contract 

 
Assessment 

• Competency based assessment 
• Self assessment 

 
Career development 

• Career awareness 
• Career change 
• Career choice 
• Career counselling 
• Career counsellor 
• Career exploration 
• Career goal 
• Career guidance 
• Career information 
• Career pattern 
• Career planning 
• Curriculum vitae 

 
Communities of practice 
 
Culture and society 

• Community 
• Community development 
• Cultural aspects 
• Cultural awareness 
• Cultural change 
• Cultural factor 
• Diversity 
• Ethics 
• Family 
• Living conditions 
• Multiculturalism 
• Race relations 
• Religion 
• Social aspects 
• Social capital 
• Social change 
• Social conditions 
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• Social cost 
• Social development 
• Social indicator 
• Social problem 
• Social structure 
• Social system 
• Sport 
• Standard of living 
• Value system 

 
Demographics 

• Age 
• Ageing population 
• Ethnicity 
• Geographic distribution 
• Minority group 
• Older people 
• Population 
• Regional 
• Remote 
• Rural 
• Urban 

 
Disability 

• People with disability 
• Rights of the disabled 

 
Disadvantaged 

• Educationally disadvantaged 
• Low income group 
• Poverty 
• Prisoners 
• Regional disparity 
• Rural urban disparity 
• Social exclusion 
• Socially disadvantaged 
• Veterans [used for all returned and ex-military personnel returning to civilian life] 

 
Economics 

• Competition 
• Developed economy [this keyword was retired in August 2016] 
• Developing economy [this keyword was retired in August 2016] 
• Econometrics 
• Economic analysis 
• Economic conditions 
• Economic development 
• Economic factor 
• Economic growth 



 
 

A guide to VOCEDplus subjects and keywords 
3 

• Economic impact 
• Economic implication 
• Economic indicator 
• Economic model 
• Economic recession 
• Economic status 
• Economics of education and training 
• Economy 
• Education and training wastage 
• Foreign aid 
• Knowledge economy 
• Labour economics 
• Transition economy 

 
Employment 

• Ageing workforce 
• Award restructuring 
• Casual employment 
• Conditions of employment 
• Contract labour 
• Displaced worker 
• Division of labour 
• Education work relationship 
• Educational leave 
• Employability 
• Employee retention 
• Employees 
• Employers 
• Employer employee relationship 
• Employment creation 
• Employment experience 
• Employment interview 
• Employment opportunity 
• Employment pattern 
• Employment practice 
• Employment projection 
• Employment security 
• Employment service 
• Employment status 
• Enterprise bargaining 
• Entry into working life 
• Gig economy 
• Hours of work 
• Industrial restructuring 
• Industrial structure 
• Informal sector 
• Job placement 
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• Job quality 
• Job requirements 
• Job satisfaction 
• Job searching 
• Labour contract 
• Labour market program 
• Labour movement 
• Labour relations 
• Labour turnover 
• Labour utilisation 
• Low skilled worker 
• Nontraditional occupation 
• Occupation 
• Occupational classification 
• Occupational structure 
• Older worker 
• Part time employment 
• Professional recognition 
• Promotion of employment 
• Quality of working life [this keyword was retired in August 2023] 
• Recruitment 
• Redundancy 
• Retirement 
• Retrenchment 
• Return to work 
• Self employed 
• Self employment 
• Semiskilled worker 
• Skilled worker 
• Temporary employment 
• Training employment relationship 
• Transition from education and training to employment 
• Underemployment 
• Unemployed 
• Unemployment 
• Unskilled worker 
• Volunteers 
• Work at home 
• Work environment 
• Work ethic 
• Work experience 
• Work incentive 
• Work life balance 
• Work organisation 
• Workers education 
• Workers induction 
• Working conditions 
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• Workplace 
• Workplace change 
• Young worker (up to 30) 

 
Equity 

• Access to education and training 
• Access to information 
• Affirmative action 
• Discrimination 
• Equal opportunity 
• Equal treatment 
• Human rights 
• Sex discrimination 
• Sexual harassment 
• Social inclusion 
• Social justice 
• Social mobility 
• Social status 
• Socioeconomic background 
• Womens rights 

 
Evaluation 

• Course evaluation 
• Evaluation criteria 
• Evaluation technique 
• Program evaluation 
• Project evaluation 
• Training evaluation 

 
Finance 

• Budget 
• Cost 
• Cost benefit analysis 
• Cost effectiveness 
• Educational expenditure 
• Educational finance 
• Educational voucher 
• Expenditure 
• Fees 
• Financial aid 
• Financial aspects 
• Funding 
• Government expenditure 
• Grant 
• Investment 
• Student allowance 
• Subsidy 
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• Taxation 
• Training allowance 
• Training cost 
• Training investment 
• Training levy 
• Wage rate 
• Wage structure 
• Workers compensation 

 
Gender 
 
Globalisation 
 
Governance 

• Accountability 
• Accreditation 
• Accrediting authority 
• Agency role 
• Decentralisation 
• Dual system 
• Education and training reform 
• Education and training system [used for public education and training system 

and/or private education and training system] 
• Federal government 
• Governing board 
• Government 
• Government agency 
• Government role 
• Law 
• Legal aspect 
• Local government 
• Occupational health and safety 
• Occupational licensing 
• Political aspects 
• Regulation 
• State government 
• Training market 

 
Higher education 

• Further education 
 

Income 
• Minimum wage 
• Wage 
• Wage differential 

 
Indigenous people 
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Industry 

• Business 
• Education industry relationship 
• Enterprise 
• Entrepreneurship 
• Industrialisation 
• Industry restructuring 
• Industry training body 
• Microenterprise 
• Organisation 
• Organisation behaviour 
• Private sector 
• Public sector 
• Small and medium enterprise 
• Small business 
• Union 
• Voluntary organisation 

 
Innovation 

• Educational innovation 
 
International education 
 
Labour market 

• Labour demand 
• Labour force 
• Labour market information 
• Labour mobility 
• Labour shortage 
• Labour supply 

 
Language  

• Sign language 
 
Lifelong learning 
 
Literacy 

• Computer literacy 
• Digital literacy 
• Financial literacy 
• Functional literacy 
• Information literacy 
• Illiteracy 
• Technological literacy 

 
Management 

• Administration 
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• Change management 
• Continuous improvement 
• Corporate planning 
• Customer relations 
• Educational administration 
• Human resources 
• Institutional administration 
• Knowledge management  
• Labour administration 
• Leadership 
• Leadership development 
• Management development 
• Management information system 
• Management system 
• Managers 
• Marketing 
• Organisational change 
• Organisational development 
• Organisational objective 
• Personnel management 
• Planning of education and training 
• Project management 
• Risk management 
• Strategic planning 
• Supervision 
• Supervisors 
• Supervisory development 
• Talent management 
• Team work 
• Time management 
• Training administration 

 
Migration 

• Emigration 
• Immigration 
• Migrants 
• Migration pattern 
• Refugees 
• Skilled migration 

 
Numeracy 
 
Outcomes 

• Academic achievement 
• Achievement 
• Attainment 
• Client satisfaction 
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• Educational indicator 
• Employment outcomes 
• Future 
• Outcomes of education and training 
• Recommendations 
• Relevance of education and training 
• Return on education and training 
• Trend 
• Wellbeing 

 
Participation 

• Academic persistence 
• Admission requirements 
• Barrier 
• Community participation 
• Completion 
• Dropout 
• Education and training opportunity 
• Enrolment 
• Labour force participation 
• Social participation 
• Student attrition 
• Student retention 
• Training participation rate 
• Transition from secondary to further education and training 

 
Pathways 

• Accreditation of prior learning 
• Articulation [used for students moving across sectoral boundaries] 
• Credit transfer 
• Cross sectoral education [used for the provision of general/vocational education 

in higher education] 
• Enabling program 
• Open entry 
• Recognition of current competency 
• Recognition of prior learning 

 
Performance 

• Performance appraisal 
• Performance indicator 
• Productivity 

 
Policy 

• Development policy 
• Educational policy 
• Employment policy 
• Government policy 
• Industrial policy 
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• Labour policy 
• Policy analysis 
• Policy formation 
• Policy implications 
• Social policy 
• Training policy 
• Transfer policy 

 
Primary education 
 
Providers of education and training 

• Business school 
• College 
• Community college 
• Education and training facilities 
• Institutional characteristic 
• Institutional cooperation 
• Institutional role 
• Open University 
• Partnership in education and training 
• Polytechnic 
• Primary school 
• Private school 
• Private training provider 
• Public school 
• Registered training organisation 
• School 
• Secondary school 
• Skills centre 
• TAFE 
• Technical institute 
• Technical school 
• Training centre 
• University 
• University of the Third Age 
• Vocational school 
• Academic staff 
• Adult educators 
• Educators 
• Practitioners 
• Principals 
• Student teachers 
• Teachers 
• Trainers 
• Vocational teachers 
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Qualifications 
• Educational level 
• Equivalence of qualifications 
• Microcredentials 
• Qualifications framework 
• Skill certification 

 
Quality 

• Benchmarking 
• Best practice 
• Quality assurance 
• Total quality management 

 
Research 

• Action research 
• Analysis 
• Case study 
• Comparative analysis 
• Consultation 
• Critical analysis 
• Educational research 
• Feasibility study 
• Follow up study 
• Forecasting technique 
• Interview 
• Literature review 
• Longitudinal study 
• Measurement 
• Measuring instrument 
• Needs assessment 
• Occupational research 
• Pilot project 
• Qualitative research 
• Quantitative research 
• Questionnaire 
• Research method 
• Research needs 
• Research project 
• Researchers 
• Sampling 
• Social research 
• Study tour 
• Survey 
• Systematic review 

 
Secondary education 
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Skills and knowledge 
• Basic skill 
• Business skill 
• Competence 
• Competency standard 
• Communication skill 
• Creative thinking skill 
• Critical thinking skill 
• Digital skills 
• Generic skills 
• Green skills 
• Human capital 
• Intercultural communication skill 
• Interpersonal competence 
• Job skill 
• Key competency 
• Knowledge level 
• Knowledge sharing 
• Knowledge society 
• Multiskilling 
• Oral communication skill 
• Problem solving skill 
• Skill analysis 
• Skill development 
• Skill needs 
• Skill obsolescence 
• Skill sets 
• Skill shortage 
• Skill standardisation 
• Skill upgrading 
• Skills audit 
• Skills mismatch 
• Soft skills 
• STEM skills 
• Study skills 
• Transfer of training 
• Transferable skill 
• Written communication skill 

 
Statistics 

• Data analysis 
• Data collecting 
• Data collection 
• Longitudinal data 
• Statistical analysis 
• Statistical data 
• Statistical method 



 
 

A guide to VOCEDplus subjects and keywords 
13 

 
Students 

• Educational background 
• Graduates 
• International students 
• Nontraditional students [used for students older than high school leaving age] 
• Part time students 
• Reentry students 
• Special needs students 
• Student behaviour 
• Student interests 
• Student mobility [used for the geographic mobility of students moving from one 

region or district to another] 
• Student placement 
• Student services 
• Student welfare service 

 
Sustainability 

• Environment 
• Green economy 

 
Teaching and learning 

• Accelerated training 
• Adult learning 
• Basic education 
• Bridging training 
• Cognitive abilities 
• Comparative education 
• Compulsory education 
• Computer assisted instruction [this keyword was retired in January 2024] 
• Continuing education 
• Cooperative education 
• Cooperative learning 
• Correctional education and rehabilitation 
• Course 
• Course design 
• Course outline 
• Cross cultural training 
• Curriculum 
• Curriculum development 
• Delivery system 
• Development education 
• Developmental education 
• Distance education 
• Distance learning 
• Education 
• Education and training needs 
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• Educational alternative 
• Educational mobility 
• Educational practice 
• Educational program 
• Educational resources 
• Experiential learning 
• Flexible delivery 
• Formal education 
• Formal learning 
• Formal training 
• General education 
• Group training 
• Independent study 
• Indigenous education 
• Individual development 
• Informal education 
• Informal learning 
• Initial training 
• Instructional design 
• Integrated training 
• International educational exchange 
• Learning activities 
• Learning community 
• Learning culture 
• Learning experience 
• Learning method 
• Learning motivation 
• Learning organisation 
• Learning process 
• Learning society 
• Learning style 
• Learning support 
• Migrant education 
• Multicultural education 
• Multimedia instruction 
• Nonformal education 
• Nonformal learning 
• Online learning 
• Open learning 
• Pedagogics 
• Postcompulsory education 
• Postsecondary education 
• Preschool education 
• Private education 
• Public education and training 
• Refresher training 
• Retraining 
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• Role playing 
• Safety training 
• Schooling 
• Self development 
• Self directed learning 
• Self efficacy 
• Self instruction 
• Simulation 
• Special education 
• Student exchange 
• Student teacher relationship 
• Teacher training 
• Teaching conditions 
• Teaching method 
• Training 
• Training activities 
• Training conditions 
• Training content 
• Training duration 
• Training method 
• Training objective 
• Training of trainers 
• Training program 
• Training scheme 
• Unaccredited training 
• Work integrated learning 

 
Technology 

• Artificial intelligence 
• Automation 
• Digitalisation 
• Educational technology 
• Internet 
• Online system 
• Social media 
• Technological change 

 
Tertiary education 
 
Traineeship 

• Trainee 
 
Vocational education and training 

• Competency based training 
• Continuing vocational education and training 
• Entry level training 
• Further training 
• No Frills Conference 
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• Prevocational education and training 
• Technical education and training 
• Technician education and training 
• Training package 
• VET for secondary students 
• VET in schools 
• Vocational aptitude 
• Vocational preparation 
• Vocational rehabilitation 

 
Workforce development 

• Capacity building 
• Coaching 
• Human resource development 
• In-service education and training [this keyword was retired in August 2016] 
• Internship 
• Professional development 
• Off the job training 
• On the job training 
• Staff development 
• Training within industry 
• Work based learning 
• Workforce planning 
• Workplace education and training 
• Workplace learning 

 
Youth 

• NEET [used for people not in education, employment or training] 
• School leavers 
• Youth at risk 
• Youth program 
• Youth transitions 

 
Other approved keywords not associated with a specific subject 

• Adaptability 
• Annual report 
• Aspirations 
• Attitude 
• Decision making 
• European Union [used in conjunction with relevant Geographic subjects] 
• History 
• Mentoring 
• OECD country [used in conjunction with relevant Geographic subjects] 
• Opinion 
• Perception 


